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Background 

As part of HELCOM 41-2020 a high-level segment will be held on 4 March 2020 focusing on update of the 

HELCOM Baltic Sea Action Plan and HELCOM global outreach including voluntary commitments to UN 

Ocean Conference 2020. A proposal for an outline for the high-level segment of HELCOM 41-2020 is 

contained in document 2-2.  

This document contains initial proposals for the content of the outcome document of the high-level 

segment on HELCOM voluntary commitments to UN Ocean Conference 2020 based. The outcome 

document will need to be agreed on prior to the high-level segment. The elements of the voluntary 

commitments are in line with the discussion at HOD 56-2019. 

Denmark has proposed to add an additional commitment on strong support for global efforts to address 

the marine litter problem on a global level. 

 

Action requested 

The Meeting is invited to consider and comment on the proposed outcome document. 
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Preliminary proposals on HELCOM voluntary commitments to the High-Level UN Ocean 

Conference to Support the Implementation of SDG 14 2020, Lisbon, Portugal 2-6 June 2020 
 

The high-level representatives of the HELCOM Contracting Parties met in a high-level session on 4 March 
2020 on the occasion of the 41st Meeting of the Helsinki Commission and agreed on the following voluntary 
commitments to be announced at the High-Level UN Ocean Conference to Support the Implementation of 
SDG 14 2020 that will be held in Lisbon, Portugal from 2 to 6 June 2020. 

The HELCOM Contracting Parties acknowledge the role of the Voluntary Commitments in improving the 
state of oceans at the global level, and of the Baltic Sea in particular. 

 

1. Update of the HELCOM Baltic Sea Action Plan 

HELCOM commits to updating the Baltic Sea Action Plan by 2021, and to include, in the update, increased 
support for the implementation of the SDGs. 

The Baltic Sea Action Plan is HELCOM's strategic programme of actions and measures for achieving good 
environmental and ecological status of the Baltic Sea. Since its inception in 2007, it has resulted in a 
number of environmental improvements such as a reduction in nutrient inputs to the sea, improved state 
of biodiversity and reduced maritime incidents and spills.  

The update is meant to strengthen the current plan, while also considering new issues currently not 
addressed in HELCOM. The update will carry over already agreed actions of the current BSAP as well as 
include new actions and measures to respond to new environmental challenges such as underwater noise, 
seabed integrity, pharmaceuticals and climate change.  

Furthermore, the updated BSAP will, at the very least, maintain the same level of ambition as existent in 
the current plan.  

In the BSAP update, HELCOM also seeks to integrate both national and global processes seeking to improve 
the state of the marine environment, with particular consideration of the marine-related SDGs to support 
their attainment.     

 

2. Contribution to UN Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development (2021-2030), including 
through the development of a HELCOM Science Agenda 

HELCOM commits to contribute to the UN Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development (2021-
2030) in taking on an active role in its related processes, notably by participating in related events and 
activities. 

HELCOM also commits to initiating the development of a HELCOM Science Agenda that will outline existing 
and foreseen Baltic Sea regional science needs.  

In addition to supporting processes under the UN Decade of Ocean Science and linking to its strategic 
objectives, the HELCOM Science Agenda will also provide the necessary scientific underpinnings for future 
HELCOM work, including the implementation of the updated Baltic Sea Action Plan.  

The HELCOM Contracting Parties further commit to linking the HELCOM Science Agenda to national science 
plans and scientific research. 
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3. Sharing experiences with other Regional Seas Organisations 

HELCOM commits to sharing experiences on the protection of the marine environment and 

environmentally friendly and sustainable maritime activities with other regional seas organisations, notably 

within the framework of the UN Regional Seas Programme and through cooperation with other regional 

seas organisations. 

Sharing knowledge and experiences among sister organisations may facilitate and accelerate the global 

response to the current challenges our seas and oceans are facing, while sparing resources that could be 

used to drive the response even further. 

The regional seas share certain similarities, be they the same pressures, the same biochemical 

characteristics and biodiversity, or similar geopolitical situations. Sharing knowledge and information on 

how a regional sea deals or has dealt with its own challenges can be a valuable contribution to the work of 

other regional sea organisations facing similar issues. 

In particular, HELCOM commits to sharing its experiences with other regional seas organisations on carrying 

out holistic assessments of the marine environment and on the implementation of the Baltic Sea Action 

Plan, including the analysis of sufficiency of measures. 

 

4. Strong support for global efforts to address the marine litter problem on a global level 

HELCOM commits to addressing the marine litter issue.  

Note: This is a recent proposal by Denmark to be further elaborated on by HOD 57-2019. 

 
 


